
Driving Test Checklist
Prepare for your road test by completing this checklist. Remember to check with your local DMV for specific 
requirements.

Vehicle Documents 

R Registration  
R License Plates 
R Proof of insurance 
R Any state-required documents 

Personal Documents 

R Valid identification (birth certificate, passport, 
certificate of citizenship) 

R Social Security number 
R Valid learner’s permit  
R Proof of address (utility bill, lease 

agreement) 
R Any required DMV documents (training 

certificates, driving logs) 

Check Vehicle Equipment 

R All lights (headlights, brake lights, turn 
signals, hazard lights)  

R Foot brakes 
R Parking/emergency brake  
R Tire pressure and tread depth  
R Horn 
R Windshield wipers 
R Doors and windows 
R Mirrors adjusted for optimal visibility 
R No fluid leaks 

Knowledge Test 

R Review common traffic signs 
R Study the rules of the road 
R Understand defensive driving techniques 

Skills Test Practice 

R Turning 
R Accelerating, steering and stopping smoothly 
R Stopping behind the crosswalk line 
R Following the speed limit and traffic signals 
R Safe following distance 
R Straight parking 
R Parallel parking 
R Parking on a grade 
R Driving in reverse 
R Passing 
R Observe right-of-way  
R Three-point turn 
R Signaling lane changes 
R Checking blind spots 
R Emergency stop 

Pre-Test Preparation 

R Practice driving in different traffic conditions 
R Review the driver’s handbook provided by 

your state’s DMV 
R Practice relaxation techniques for test 

anxiety  
R Get plenty of rest the night before the test 

Test Day 

R Eat a nutritious meal 
R Bring all required documents 
R Arrive at the testing location early  
R Stay calm and composed 
R Listen to instructions and ask for clarification 

if needed 
R Follow all traffic laws and safety protocols 
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